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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for generating a child 
timeline, comprising the steps of: 

selecting a portion of a parent timeline having a first data item : 

generating the child timeline based on the portion of the parent timeline , the child 

timeline having a second data item corresponding to the first data item : and 
dynamically-linking the child timeline to the parent timeline such that when the first 
data item of the parent timeline is upd a t e d modified , the second data item of 
the child timeline is automatically updat e d modified to conform to the first data 
item, and when the second data item of the child timeline is modified, the first 
data item of the parent timeline is automatically modified to conform to the 
second data item, wherein both the parent and child timelines are linear . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 further comprising the step of 
adding to the child timeline at least one data item in addition to the second data item from 
th e port i on of th e par e nt tim e l i n e , and wherein when the at least one data item is modified, 
the portion of the parent timeline is not modified . 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 2-1_wherein the at l e ast on efirst 
data item is associated with a f i rst l ocat i on on th e par e nt tim el in e and th e f i rst l ocation is 
a ssoc i at ed wit h a first time, the step of adding to generating the child timeline comprising 
the step of adding the at le ast ono second data item to a location on the child timeline 
corresponding to the first time. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 3 wherein the at least one of the 
first data item and the second data item is selected from the group consisting of a 
milestone data item and a time interval data item. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 further comprising the step of 
displaying through a graphical user interface a-an interrelationship between the parent 
timeline and the child timeline in response to generating the child timeline. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 5 wherein the interrelationship 
is displayed by placing an icon on the portion of the parent timeline and by visually 
connecting the child timeline to the portion of the parent timeline. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein the step of selecting 
the portion of the parent timeline comprises selecting the portion of the parent timeline In 
respons e to by placing an icon onto the parent timeline. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein the portion of the 
parent timeline includes a first location and a second location, and w herein the step of 
generating a child timeline comprises establishing a linear timeline comprising a first end 
representing a time corresponding to a the first location on the portion of the parent timeline 
and a second end corresponding to anoth e r the second location on the portion of the 
parent timeline. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein the step of 
dynamically-linking the child timeline to the parent timeline comprises the steps of: 

associating the child timeline with the portion of the parent timeline; and 
modifying the second data item of the child timeline in response to modifying the 
first data item of the portion of the parent timeline, wherein the modification to 
the second data item of the child timeline is the same as the modification to 
the first data item of the portion of the parent timeline. 

10. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for modifying 
timeline information, wherein a first timeline having a first data item is dynamically-linked to 
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a second timeline having a second data item such that the second timeline is associated 
with a portion of the first timeline, comprising the steps of: 
modifying the first data item of the first timeline; 

determining if the modification of the first data item affects the first timeline at the 
portion of the first timeline that is associated with second timeline; and 

if the modification of the first data item affects the first timeline at the portion of the 
first timeline associated with second timeline, then modifying the second data 
item of the second timeline i n th e samo way as tho f i rst t i mol i no to conform 
the second data item to the first data item, wherein both the first and second 
timelines are linear . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 0 wh e r e in the stop of mod i fying 
th e f i rst tim eline compr i s e s further comprising: 

adding a third data item from a group compr i sing consisting of a milestone data item 
and a time interval data item to the portion of the first timeline: and 

adding a fourth data item corresponding to the third data item to the second timeline 
in response to adding the third data item to the first timeline . 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 10 wherein the first data item is 
associated with a location on the first timeline, and wherein the step of modifying the first 
data item comprises changing a data item ex i sting on tho f i rst timel i n e prior to tho 
performance of th o st e p of mod i fy i ng th o f i rst t i m o l i n o the location of the first data item on 
the first timeline . 

13. (Currently Amended) A system for dynamically-linking a child timeline to a 
parent timeline comprising: 

a drawing sheet module; and 

a timeline module, logically coupled to the drawing sheet module, operable to select 
a portion of a parent timeline having a first data item in response to an action, 
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generate the child timeline having a second data item based on the portion of 
the parent timeline, and dynamically-link the child timeline to the parent 
timeline such that when the first data item of the parent timeline is 
ypdatedmodjfjed, the second data item of the child timeline is automatically 
uedated modified to conform to the first data item, and when the second data 
item is modified the first data item is automatically modified to conform to the 
second data item, wherein both the parent and child timelines are linear . 

14. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 13, wherein the timeline module 
is further operable to add to the child timeline at least one data item from the port i on of th e 
par e nt tim el in e in addition to the second data item, wherein when the at least one data item 
is modified, the parent time line is not modified . 

15. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 13, wherein the timeline module 
is further operable to display through a graphical user interface the interrelationship 
between the parent timeline and the child timeline in response to generating the child 
timeline. 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 13, wherein the time l in e modulo 
i s furth e r op e rable to mod i fy a first tim e l i ne, whoroin the f i rst t i m el ine is dynamical l y li nked 
to a s e cond tim e l i ne such that the second t i m eli ne is assoc i at e d w i th a portion of tho f i rst 
t i m ol in o , dotormin o i f th e mod i f i cat i on aff e cts th e first t i m oli n e at tho port i on of th e first 
tim e l i n e associat e d with second timol i no, and, if th e mod i f i cation a ff e cts th o first tim el in e at 
th e port i on of th o first tim el in e assoc i ated with second t i m el in e , th o n modify th e s e cond 
t i m e l i ne i n th e sam o way as tho first tim oli n o f irst data item is selected from a group 
consisting of a milestone data item and a time interval data item . 
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17. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage device storing a set of 
computer-executable instructions implementing a method for a computer-implemented 
method for generating a child timeline, comprising the steps of: 

selecting a portion of a parent timeline , the portion having a first data item : 
generating the child timeline based on the portion of the parent timeline, wherein the 
child timeline comprises at loast one data i tom a second data item 
corresponding to the first data item from the portion of the parent timeline; 
and 

dynamically-linking the child timeline to the parent timeline such that when the first 
data item of the parent timeline is ypeate dmodified . the second data item of 
the child timeline is automatically update dmodified to conform to the first data 
item, and when the second data item is modified, the first data item is 
automatically modified to conform to the second data item, wherein both the 
parent and child timelines are linear . 

18. (Previously Presented) The storage device of Claim 17 further comprising 
the step of displaying through a graphical user interface the interrelationship between the 
parent timeline and the child timeline in response to generating the child timeline. 

19. (Currently Amended) The storage device of Claim 17 wherein the step of 
selecting the portion of the parent timeline comprises selecting the portion of the parent 
timeline i n rospons o to by placing an icon onto the parent timeline. 

20. (Currently Amended) The storage device of Claim 17 wherein the portion of 
the parent timeline includes a first location and a second location, and wherein the step of 
generating a child timeline comprises establishing a timeline comprising a first end 
representing a time corresponding to a l ocat i on the first location on the portion of the parent 
timeline and a second end corresponding to anoth e r the second location on the portion of 
the parent timeline. 
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21. (Currently Amended) The storage device of Claim 17 wherein the st e p of 
dynam i cal l y l i nking th e chi l d tim e l i n e to th e par e nt tim o l i n o compr i sos th e steps o f of the 
portion of the first timeline is a first portion, the steps further comprise : 

associating the child timeline with tfre-a second portion of the parent timeline 
different than the first portion, the second portion having a third data item : 

O rtvJ 

removing the second data item from the child timeline: and 

mod i fy i ng th e ch il d t i m e lin e in response to modifying th e portion of th e par e nt 
tim el in e , wh e r ei n th e mod i ficat i on to th e ch il d t i m eli ne i s th e sam e as the 
modification to th e port i on of th e par e nt time li n e adding a fourth data item to 
the child timeline, the fourth data item corresponding to the third data item 
such that when the third data item is modified, the fourth data item is 
automatically modified to conform to the third data item . 

22. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage device storing a set of 
computer-executable instructions implementing a computer-implemented method for 
modifying timeline information, wherein the first timeline is dynamically-linked to a second 
timeline having a second data item such that the second timeline is associated with a 
portion of the first timeline having a first data item , comprising the steps of: 

modifying the first timeline; 

determining if the modification affects the first timeline at the portion of the first 
timeline associated with second timeline by monitoring the first data item : afld 

if the modification affects the first timeline at the portion of the first timeline 
associated with second timeline due to changes to the first data item , then 
modifying the second data item of the second timeline in the same way as 
the first data item of the first timeline; 

modifying the second timeline by adding a third data item to the second timeline in 
addition to the second data item without updating the first timeline: 

modifying the second data item of the second timeline: and 
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automatically modifying the first data item of the first timeline to conform to the 
second data item, wherein both the first and second timelines are linear. 
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